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   When I was in college, I took a class on family history and for the final 

paper, I had to write my family’s history.  I wrote the paper on my mother’s 

family.  I sat down with my grandmother who told me stories that I had never 

heard. The paper only got a B+ but I was hooked and my family history project has 

continued to this day. 

       Eventually I began to work on my father’s family, the Mayer’s.  My 

Grandfather, Charles Mayer was the youngest of 13 and died when I was 4 years 

old.  All of my Great Aunts and Uncles predeceased him so the Mayer family was 

a mystery to me.  As far as I knew, other than my immediate family, I had no 

relatives named Mayer.   

 I don’t remember what led me to the St. Louis 

Church records but after a few afternoons of looking at 

microfilms at the library, I learned how connected to the 

church my family was.  I found baptisms, weddings and 

funerals.  I discovered that the funerals for my great-

grandparents were held at St. Louis and most of my great 

aunts and uncles were married in the church.  I learned a 

lot of names and dates from the church records. 

 It wasn’t until I came across the St. Louis Dramatic 

Circle on a website that Chris Andrle had, that I began to 

learn about how my ancestors lived.  I found out that my 

great-uncle played the ghost in the Dramatic Circle’s first 

production, Hamlet in 1887.  The critic at the Buffalo 

Courier said “It is proper to say that especially good was 



Mr. Otto Andrle’s impersonation of the melancholy Dane and Frank L. Mayer as 

the Ghost.”  Frank’s brother John P. Mayer played King Claudius in the 

production. My Mayer family was finally beginning to be more than just names 

and dates. 

 The St. Louis Dramatic Circle was formed in 

1885 in part to help raise funds to rebuild the church 

that burned earlier that year.  Their first production was 

Legend of the Catskills in September 1885.  It was a 

great success and many more young men joined the 

Dramatic Circle.  Included were Frank and John Mayer. 

Among the 29 members who celebrated the 40
th
 

anniversary of the Dramatic Circle at the German-

American Café were Frank L. Mayer, John P. Mayer, 

Sr., John P. Mayer, Jr. and Bernard Mayer. Over the 

years, the Mayer family appeared in productions of 

Advice Gratia (1892),  Robert Macaire (1894), The Bells (1890), The Traveling 

Salesman (1917) and many more.  Frank Mayer is also pictured with the St. Louis 

Choir in 1929 and John Mayer, Sr. would eventually own a bowling alley across 

Main Street at the corner of Main Street and Burton Alley. 

 There are many places in Buffalo that I can connect to my family but it is in 

St. Louis Church where I feel the strongest connection. It is here that over a 

hundred years ago that my family attended Mass and found their social life.  The 

strongest picture that forms in my mind is that of my great-grandfather’s funeral in 

1917.  I can picture his children following his casket down the main aisle as he left 

the church and community that meant so much to him and his family for the last 

time. 



 


